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Today is all about firing up your smart phone to make videos.  Most phones 
have the capability to create amazing quality video, but sometimes need a 

little extra oompf. 
 

Watch today’s video then read this Gear Guide.  
 

Enjoy! 

 

 
STEP 3 – VIDEO SUPER POWERS 

 
SMARTPHONE GEAR GUIDE 
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 YOUR SMARTPHONE  
 
If you’re choosing a DIY approach to video then your phone is the most 
valuable piece of equipment you can have.  But iPhone, Samsung or 
whichever way you swing, they do have limitations. 
 
So if you want to be recording good quality video and sound, there are a 
number of essential and fun accessories that you might want to consider. 
 
And please be aware pricing, stockists and models can quickly change – so 
please view this as more of a guide than a rule! 
 
CAMERA 
The camera and recording controls on phones are 
excellent.  If you want to stick to auto it does 
everything for you, or you can manually adjust 
exposure, brightness, focal point and more. 
 
For a greater level of control over your video settings, 
consider a camera app, such as Filmic Pro. (around 
$25 from the App Store). 
 
It allows a greater level of customizable settings, colour choices, shooting 
modes and as an added bonus an in app editor. 
 
STABLISATION 
Nothing says amateur more than a wobbly video. And being hand-held 
devices, there are limits.  
 
Anything from a simple selfie stick to a gimbal will give your video a more 
polished look.  Go pro, go budget or go cheap: in an emergency a lump of 
Blu Tac or pile of books will do the job just as well. 
 
Cheap options are readily available at Kmart / Woolworths / Ebay 
 
iKlip  
A good quality selfie stick / tripod that 
folds away.  ( I use this and love it) 
Price: c $80 
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Joby Gorilla Stands 
There are various models and prices 
available.  Most have a bendy  
grip that enables you to film from virtually 
any angle, anywhere – doors, chair backs, 
fences, gates!   
Amazon, Apple store etc. 
 
Price: $65 
 
Manfrotto 
My friend Brook swears by her Manfrotto tripod! 
 
Even though it was originally designed for SLR cameras 
(Manfrotto are pro tripod manufacturers) it works just as well 
for phones.  Check you have an accessory to fit your phone 
to the tripod before you set up. 
This is a professional Action Tripod, relatively portable, and 
as a bonus comes with a bag 
 
Price: $125 
 
 
DJI - Osmo Mobile 2 - Smartphone Stabilizer  
If you have the budget and intend to film regularly, I 
would recommend getting your hands on a gimbal.  
A gimbal is a device that stablises your wobbly 
movement and transforms into smoother video.  You 
can control it from the handle. 
 
I love ours – it’s not only fun to use, but has great 
results. 
 
We love anything DJI (we have dji drone too) but there are plenty of other 
options out there.   
 
Available plenty of places including Apple on line. 
 
Price: $125 
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AUDIO 
 
Whilst audiences have become more tolerant of amateur 
video, what they won’t tolerate is bad sound.   
 
Smart phone mics have their limits and you’ll have to get 
pretty close to your subject to hear and record good 
quality audio. 
 
Consider investing in a plug in directional mic or a lapel 
mic to make yourself heard.  Budgets vary – and remember to check the 
audio input is compatible with your phones make and model 
 
 
Rode Video MicMe 
A plug in compact professional quality microphone 
For both Iphone & Android 
Available from High Street  - JB Hi fi & Bing Lee 
Price: $75 
 
Shure MV88 
Another compact and professional 
quality microphone.  
Price: $150 
 
 
Rode SC6 L – Mobile Interview Kit 
 (pair of Lapel mics) 
This is a more costly piece of kit that is worth 
the investment if you intend to be regularly 
recording sound from two people. 
Price: $269 
 
 
Rode Smart Lav (Lapel mic) 
This is a lapel mic that plugs straight 
into audio / lightening input of your 
phone. 
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Note the length of the cable is only a metre or so, so it’s not ideal if you wish 
to set the camera back from your presenter / subject. 
 
Many people record audio and video on two separate phones to get round 
this (although you will have to have editing software to sync this up) 
 
 
Other lapel mic alternatives include: 
PowerDeWise, Move PM10, Audio Tecnica. 
 
There are many cheaper versions available online.  
Beware of mics that need an extra battery to 
power. (it’s yet another thing to have to remember 
– and forget – when filming) 
 
 
LENSES 
Smart phone lenses are largely more than 
adequate for most filming needs – although it pays 
to keep a lens cloth handy before you head off to 
shoot. 
 
There are some fantastic lenses to accessorise your phone – clip on or 
attachable wide angle, telephoto and macro lenses.  Olloclip are the market 
leader but again you can go on line and find cheap versions to buy instead. 
 
Olloclip are the leader in the market – with reasonable priced bundles 
($150) for a kit of lenses including macro, fish eye and wide angle. 
Check they are for your phone model. 
 
LIGHTING 
There are various portable lights available for smart phones on the apple 
store for those who are gong to be recording regularly. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
@ItchyFeetDigital.com 

 

 

 
Alternatively you may wish to invest in an LED lighting kit, please contact us 
for more details. 
 
AUTOCUE / TELEPROMPTER 
I would always recommend you avoid 
autocue, as it is a really hard technique to 
master AND look natural. 
 
If however there is no alternative, Teleprompter is an app that enables you 
to upload scripts and read whilst recording.  There are both free (late) and 
pro versions –naturally the latter comes with increased functionality. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

That’s a bunch of accessories for you to consider.  
 

See you again for Step 4 when we take our accessories and head 
outside to film. 

 


